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DETAILED. ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
06/14/2007 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

2. Applicant's amendment filed on 06/14/2007 has been entered: 

• Claims 1, 10, 17 and 19-20 have been amended; 

• New claims 21-27 have been added; 

• Claims 1-27 are pending in this application, with claims 1, 10, 17 and 19 being 
independent. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC §112 

3. Claims 17 and 23-34 are rejected as failing to define the invention in the manner 
required by 35 U.S.C 112, second paragraph. 

4. Claims 17 and 23-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being incomplete for omitting essential structural cooperative relationships of elements, 
such omission amounting to a gap between the necessary structural connections. See 
MPEP § 2172.01. The omitted structural cooperative relationships are: "a headband 
strap" on line 15 of claim 17 and on line 1 of claims 23-24. 
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5. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. Claims 19-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Furst 
et al. (US 6,152,590). 

7. Furst et al. disclose a lighting device having: 

• A front housing (23) having a front side (Fig. 1) and a back side (consider a side 
attached to a vehicle, Fig. 2); 

• A plurality of light emitting diodes (9) located on the front housing (23), the 
plurality of light emitting diodes (9) emitting light from the front side of the front 
housing (23); 

• A plurality of lenses (7) arranged in front of the plurality of light emitting diodes 
(9); 

• A rear housing (consider the vehicle) coupled (Fig. 2) to the back side of the front 
housing (23); and 

• The vehicle (rear housing) has a battery compartment comprising at least one 
battery. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC §103 

8. Claims 1-3, 5-10, 12-16 and 21-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Yandt (US 2,566,280) in view of Lebens et al. (US 6,095,661). 

9. Yandt discloses a flashlight having: 

• A housing (20), a first lighting element (32) located on the housing (20); 
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• A second lighting element (34) located on the housing (20) and spaced (Fig. 1) 
from the first light emitting element (32); 

• First and second magnifier lenses (30) arranged (Fig. 1) in light paths of first (32) 
and second (34) light emitting elements respectively; 

• A first light beam of the first lighting element (32) and a second light beam of the 
second lighting element (34) are overlapped on a target area (as shown in the 
following picture); 




Target area 



• A support member (22) for supporting the first and second lenses (30) relative to 
the first (32) and second (34) lighting elements; 

• A rear housing (12) coupled to a backside of the housing (20) and having (Figs. 1 
and 2) a battery compartment comprising at least one battery (14) for the lighting 
elements (32, 34); 

• The support member (22) covers the housing (20) and comprises a non-reflective 
inner wall (consider a portion contacting dents, 24); 

• The first and second lenses (30) comprise piano convex lenses (Fig. 1) with 
convex surfaces; 
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• The first and second lenses (30) are arranged substantially orthogonal to the light 
path of the corresponding first (32) and second (34) lighting elements; 

• A circuit board (36) fixed to the housing (20) and connected to the first (32) and 
second (34) lighting elements (col. 2, lines 38-50); and 

• The housing (20) includes a front side and the back side (Fig. 1) and the first (32) 
and second (34) lighting elements emit light from the front side of the housing. 

1 0. Yandt does not expressly disclose that the lighting elements are light emitting 
diodes (LEDs). Lebens et al. disclose a flashlight having light emitting diodes (150) as 
lighting elements. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to use the LEDs as lighting elements as shown in Lebens 
et al. for the flashlight of Yandt, for the purpose of extending the service time of the 
flashlight having a limited power source, such as a battery, by using the low power 
consumption and long lifetime LED lighting elements. 

11. Claims 1, 3-4, 10-11 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Bell (US 2, 1 38,723) in view of Lebens et al. (US 6,095,661 ). 

12. Bell discloses a portable lighting device having: 

• A housing (22), a first lighting element (38) located on the housing (22); 

• A second lighting element (40) located on the housing (22) and spaced (Fig. 1) 
from the first light emitting element (38); 

• First (44) and second (46) magnifier lenses having convex surfaces (Fig. 1) and 
arranged (Fig. 1) in light paths of first (38) and second (40) light emitting 
elements respectively; 
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• A first light beam of the first lighting element (38) and a second light beam of the 
second lighting element (40) are overlapped on a target area; 

• A support member (42) for supporting the first (44) and second (46) lenses 
relative to the first (38) and second (40) lighting elements; 

• A rear housing (10) coupled to a backside of the housing (22) and having a 
battery compartment (Fig. 1); 

• The support member (42) includes a cover (68) comprising a substantially 
transparent material (col. 2, lines 34-38); and 

• A third light emitting element (Fig. 3) and a switch (64) on the housing (22). 
1 3. Bell does not expressly disclose that the lighting elements are light emitting 
diodes (LEDs). Lebens et al. disclose a flashlight having light emitting diodes (LEDs) 
(150) as lighting elements and a (control) switch unit (130, 140), wherein the LED 
lighting elements (150) provides different colors (col. 4, lines 30-35) and the switch unit 
(130, 140) selectively applies power to the LEDs (15) at different modes (col. 1, lines 
61-63). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use the LED lighting elements and control switch unit as shown 
in Lebens et al. for the portable lighting device of Bell, for the purpose of extending the 
service time of the flashlight having a limited power source, such as a battery, by using 
the low power consumption and long lifetime LED lighting elements, and reducing the 
size and weight of the portable lighting device equipped with multi-operation modes by 
using the control switching unit. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/51 8,21 9 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2875 

14. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yandt 
(US 2,566,280) in view of Lebens et al. (US 6,095,661) and Fields (US 4,797,793). 

15. In regard to claim 17, Yandt discloses the invention substantially as claimed 
except that the lighting elements are not light emitting diodes (LEDs) and a headband 
strap. 

16. In regard to the LED lighting elements, Lebens et al. disclose a flashlight having 
light emitting diodes (150) as lighting elements. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use the LEDs as lighting 
elements as shown in Lebens et al. for the flashlight of Yandt, for the purpose of 
extending the service time of the flashlight having a limited power source, such as a 
battery, by using the low power consumption and long lifetime LED lighting elements. 

17. In regard to the headband strap, Fields discloses a flashlight assembly having a 
headband strap (10) as a portable unit for a lighting device (12). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use the 
headband strap as shown in Fields for the flashlight of Yandt, for the purpose of 
providing a hand free holding mechanism for the flashlight, which may increase the 
safety/performance of the user. 

18. . Claims 23-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yandt (US 2,566,280) and Lebens et al. (US 6,095,661), as applied to claims 1 and 10 
above, and further in view of Fields (US 4,797,793). 

19. In regard to claims 23-24, Yandt and Lebens et al. disclose the invention 
substantially as claimed except that the flashlight does not include a headband strap. 
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20. Fields discloses a flashlight assembly having a headband strap (10) as a 
portable unit for a lighting device (12). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use the headband strap as shown 
in Fields for the flashlight of Yandt modified by Lebens et al., for the purpose of 
providing a hand free holding mechanism for the flashlight, which may increase the 
safety/performance of the user. 

21 . Claim 25 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Yandt 
(US 2,566,280), Lebens et al. (US 6,095,661) and Fields (US 4,797,793), as applied to 
claim 17 above, and further in view of Nygard (US 1,986,281). 

22. In regard to claim 25, Yandt, Lebens et al. and Fields disclose the invention 
substantially as claimed except that the housing is not pivotally connected to the rear 
housing. Nygard discloses a hand lamp having a housing (18) pivotally connected to a 
rear housing (10) (col. 1, lines 15-21). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use the pivot joint as shown in 
Nygard for the flashlight of Yandt modified by Lebens et al. and Fields, for the purpose 
of providing an illumination into various directions/angles by adjusting the (light) housing 
without moving the base/rear housing, which may increase the safety of the user. 

23. Claim 26 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Yandt 
(US 2,566,280) and Lebens et al. (US 6,095,661), as applied to claim 10 above, and 
further in view of Nygard (US 1,986,281). 
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24. In regard to claim 26, Yandt and Lebens et al. disclose the invention substantially 
as claimed except that the housing is not pivotally connected to the rear housing. 
Nygard discloses a hand lamp having a housing (18) pivotally connected to a rear 
housing (1 0) (col. 1 , lines 1 5-21 ). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to use the pivot joint as shown in Nygard for 
the flashlight of Yandt modified by Lebens et al., for the purpose of providing an 
illumination into various directions/angles by adjusting the (light) housing without moving 
the base/rear housing, which may increase the safety of the user. 

25. Claim 27 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Furst et 
al. (US 6,152,590), as applied to claim 19 above, and further in view of Whitehead (US 
4,740,066). 

26. In regard to claim 27, Furst et al. disclose the invention substantially as claimed 
except that the rear view mirror (front housing) is not pivotally connected to the vehicle 
(rear housing). Whitehead discloses a rear view mirror (Fig. 3, 26) pivotally connected 
to a vehicle (10). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to use the pivotal joint as shown in Whitehead for the light 
device of Furst et al., for the purpose of prevent a damage on the lighting device from a 
front impact by allowing a relative movement. 

Conclusion 

27. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Schenk (US 2,101,479), Moore et al. (US 3,517,185), Chou (US 
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4,740,872), Roney (US 5,101,326), Fustos (US 5,224,772), and Becker (US 5,408,393) 
show lighting devices having a plurality of lighting elements. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gunyoung T. Lee whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 8588. The examiner can normally be reached between 7:30 - 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra L. O'Shea can be reached at (571) 272-2378. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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